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Programme 
 

MAKING PEACE WITH THE EARTH 
 

Towards Post-Covid19 Local and Global Food Commons 
 

Online OPEN FORUM, Friday 3 July, 2020 
 

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/5474998536  
 
MCs Wallapa and Hans van Willenswaard 

BKK time Programme Themes/Questions 
09:30 – 10:00 Title page + music (cartoon Making 

Peace with The Earth) 
 

Tech Host: INI Team  

MAKING PEACE WITH THE EARTH 

10:00 – 12:00 Introduction by MCs: welcome all 
participants 

CURLS 2020 “in Bhutan”; 10 years School 
for Wellbeing. School is now Right 
Livelihood College (RLC) Bangkok (7 min) 

Music for the Trees (invocation) 
 

JIP choir, The Netherlands (3-minute video) 

Welcome by Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa 
(Thailand) 
 

Right Livelihood and students’ activism in 
Thailand (10-minute video) 

Towards Post-Covid19 Local and Global Food Commons 

Introduction by Andre Leu (Australia)  
(5 min), Moderator 
 
Panel conversation with Vandana Shiva 
(India), Hans R. Herren 
(Switzerland/USA) (first round 20 mins + 
second round 10 mins), Kesang Tshomo 
(Bhutan) (10 mins + 5 mins) 
 

1. Analysis of the crisis (look back to 
Thimphu Declaration 2014. NOW) 

2. Crisis-response of the “organic 
community”; can organic feed the 
world? What socio-political (cultural?) 
context is needed for “organic 
breakthrough”? Can “local” thrive 
without “global”? 

3. How, what, where, why we ask our 
partners to join in solidarity / new 
initiatives for collaboration 

Q&A (20 min) Andre Leu Moderator 
12:00 – 14:00 Making Peace with the Earth: Body, Mind and Sound  
 Dasho Karma Ura and CBS&GNH team, 

ZHICHENKHAR Library for Mind, Body & 
Sound, Thimphu, capital of Bhutan. 

Music, sound, prayers, Vajrayana Buddhism 
perspective on Nature (total 20 mins) 
 

Making organic agriculture work in Bhutan 
Kesang Tshomo (Bhutan) 
Sonam Tashi (Bhutan) 
 

 

New sufficiency initiatives in Bhutan (10 
mins) 
CNR and organic agriculture BSc course; 
field visit (20 mins) 



 

  

 

2 

Earth Trusteeship 
Alumni CURLS 2019 “Earth Trusteeship poem” + free reactions 

(5 mins) 

Neshan Gunasekera (Sri Lanka) & Hans 
van Willenswaard (Thailand/ The 
Netherlands); Klaus Bosselmann (New 
Zealand) 

Launching Earth Trusteeship Working Group 
(10 mins) 

Uniting the world by organic agriculture/agroecology/education for sustainable 
development 

 Bo Lwin (Myanmar), Kalayana Mitta 
Foundation (KMF) 
  

PhD candidate, Open University (10 mins) 

Jessi Dang, Mindful Markets fellows 
(China) 

Organic movement in China: overcoming 
the crisis (2 x 7.5 mins) 

Khaab Song by Satvika Goyal 
 

CURLS fellow, India (1.5-min video) 

Message of Alok Ulfat (India), actor  
 

Join the Himalaya’s Festival (8.5-min video) 

CURLS alumni; TOA and YOF  Initiatives and Examples of “Work in the 
Field”/markets/crazy ideas (15 mins) 

14:00 – 16:00  
Making Peace with the Earth: peace activism and wellbeing policies. 
 

 

Panyotai Waldorf Steiner School Music at the pond with youth and children’s 
comments on Peace (live from the school 
15 mins) 

Surichai Wung’aeo, Professor Emeritus, 
Chulalongkorn University 
 

Peace and Wellbeing in Thailand, social role 
of university in society, student activism (10 
mins) 

Making Peace with the Earth: disarmament, regenerative cultures and agroecology to 
combat “climate crisis+” 

Poem of Nnimmo Bassey 
 

Video (2.5 mins) 

Nnimmo Bassey (Nigeria), Mona 
Abouleish (Egypt), Alyn Ware (New 
Zealand), Rattanasiri Kittikongnapang 
(Greenpeace Thailand) Moderators: 
Wallapa & Hans 

Racism, nuclear weapons, GMOs and land 
grabbing: how can we build solidarity and 
strengthen the alternative movement? 
What does conversion of farmers to organic 
agriculture tells us about possible 
transformation to Rights of Nature and 
global citizenship? (80 mins) (4 x 10 x 2) 
 

 
Conclusions & Open Communication 
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Making Peace with the Earth 
Towards Post-Covid19 Local and Global Food Commons 

Online OPEN FORUM, Friday 3 July, 2020 
 
 
Making Peace with the Earth: Towards Post-Covid19 Local and Global Food commons 
Moderated by Andre Lue, 2017 International Director at Regeneration International 

 
Vandana Shiva, Scholar and Activist; 1993 Right Livelihood Laureate 
 
Vandana Shiva emphasizes the necessity of the 2014 Thimphu Declaration in the midst of the 
Covid19 outbreak. The Declaration is the calls for action from various sectors and individuals to 
adopt ecological organic agriculture. It is, according to Vandana, the only alternative that allows 
humanity to make peace with the earth. Instead, industrial agriculture persists which consists of two 
instruments of violence. The first instrument is greed, commodification, and colonialism made 
possible by the extraction of fossil fuel. The second instrument is war. Many chemicals used on 
industrial farms were originally created to commit genocide by the Nazi regime. As Vandana 
highlights: “that is why it [industrial agriculture] causes 75% of the destruction of the planet”. 
Moreover, chemical farming has invaded into the territory of human body seen from the current 
pandemic and also other chronic diseases.  
 
Vandana shares that we need to make peace with the earth now through agroecology, regenerative 
farming, and biodiversity. They all reflect the two laws that she discovered to making peace with the 
earth: the law of recycling and sharing nutrient, and the law of conserving and recycling of water.  
 
 

“And when we make peace with the earth, my experience has been that there is peace in 
human community because every conflict is the conflict either from greed for resources or 
from creating scarcity: not enough water, not enough land; and that’s where conflict starts. 
It’s time to make peace with the earth.” 

 
 
Hans R. Herren, President of the Millennium Institute; Co-founder and President of Biovision 
 
Hans R. Herren points out that short-term and linear thinking, which has dominated human 
reasoning and action, is not viable in the present crisis. Instead, system thinking needs to be in place 
when formulating the solutions. Additionally, they need to be economically, scientifically, and 
socially workable. However, as Hans notes: “right now, it is only the economics and never mind all 
the rest”. The food system, in effect, is controlled solely by six large corporations, and high yield with 
cheap and nutritiously empty food are prioritized over the impacts on health, climate, and 
environment.  
 
The Millennium Institute, where Hans is the President of, is working globally with many governments 
to develop tools and models based on system thinking to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The institute maps out the factors playing out on specific issue and drafts the strategies. Hans 
recommends that this approach is essential for agroecology community in identifying workable 
solutions and what area of problem should be focused on.  
 
“Nobody can really predict the future, but at least we will have a better handle on where you are 
going.” 
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Kesang Tshomo, Programme Manager of the National Organic Programme, Bhutan 
 
Kesang Tshomo shares the progress of organic agriculture in Bhutan since the 2014 Thimphu 
Declaration. Kesang emphasizes the two reasons for the country to go organic: food security due to 
Bhutan’s heavy dependence on import from India, and insufficient nutrition crisis. As a result, 
Bhutan is working on organic agriculture, particularly with integrated small farms to address the 
problems. Food security is even more prevalent now due to the Covid19 crisis. That means import is 
not an option. However, it is also a blessing as more people are interested in farming and also in 
organic one. 
 
Recently, the government of Bhutan has approved of the national flagship programme, a five-year 
plan to support the country’s transition towards organic. This is a tremendous help for the organic 
sector to set off the movement even further. Bhutan’s first target is domestic food systems, which 
has an implication for local food security, by working with small districts to help them create their 
own economy. In order to encourage more participation, the country is working on providing 
support in most required and critical investments.  
 
Moreover, the Regional Research Center has recently been recognized as the National Center of 
Organic Agriculture “which means that the Center will have national mandate for policy research, 
development, and regulation”. The National Center of Organic Agriculture is now the focal point of 
Bhutan’s organic transition. 
 
 

The following sessions are moderated by Hans and Wallapa van Willenswaard. 
 
Hans van Willenswaard joined the Alternatives to Consumerism (ATC) conference in Thailand 
in 1997 where he met his wife Wallapa. He is a co-founder of the School for Wellbeing Studies 
and Research and the Right Livelihoods College (Bangkok Campus). He also established the Earth 
Trusteeship Platform in Thailand. 
 
Wallapa van Willenswaard started working for Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa as the pioneering Director 
of the Spirit in Education Movement (SEM). She is a co-founder of the School for Wellbeing. 
Currently she is the managing director of the Innovation Network International (INI). 
 

 
Making Peace with the Earth: Body, Mind and Sound 

  
Dasho Karma Ura, President of the Centre for Bhutan and GNH Studies (CBS), Bhutan 
 
When it comes to GNH in Bhutan, it is inevitable to talk about the religion, particularly Vajrayana 
Buddhism which has been the forefront of the country’s peaceful nature since the eighth century. 
Dasho explains that Vajrayana Buddhism views that Dhamma Gaya, a diamond of human nature, can 
be reviewed through the transformation of their minds. As he puts it: 
 
 

“All aspects of human nature whether it is body, sound or mind, all aspects of human nature and 
human experiences can be used to free ourselves from our own complexes, our own suffering, 
our own man-made crisis.” 

 
 

When the mind is liberated seen from compassion and insight that emerge, it is called the awakened 
Bodhicitta. This is a Buddha nature that can transform human mental stage. 
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Making Organic Agriculture work in Bhutan 
 
Sonam Tashi, Associate Professor at College of Natural Resources, Bhutan 
 
Sonam Tashi shares about the progress of the organic movement in Bhutan. Recently, the College of 
Natural Resources (CNR) has open a Bachelor’s in Organic Agriculture, a four-year programme. This 
is another important progress as it will supplement more experts to fuel the country towards 100% 
organic. Sonam also shares that the pandemic has worsened Bhutan economic growth from what 
was predicted at 6% growth to only 2%. However, Covid19 has brought positive outcome as more 
people move back to their communities to do farming. Sonam warns that government needs to 
support good farming so people will not pursue monoculture.  
 
In addition, Sonam invites two CNR students to share their opinions and studies. Pema Choden 
provides the overview of her research on Assessment of Farmers on Converting to Organic 
Agriculture in Sams Dzongkha. She discovered that the major obstacles to organic conversion among 
these farmers are “expensive labor, labor shortage, and lack of knowledge”. Another student, 
Gunsang Norbu, shares her opinion on making peace with the earth, which comprises of two 
components: content with what one has, and desire to learn and unlearn. Also, she thinks, to make 
peace with the earth is to make peace with oneself. 
 
Earth Trusteeship: Launching Earth Trusteeship Working Group 

 
Klaus Bosselmann, Founding Director of the New Zealand Centre for Environmental Law,  
University of Auckland 
 
Klaus Bosselmann defines Earth Trusteeship as a legal term about guardianship or stewardship. “It is 
a proper concept of governance because it reflects a legal responsibility” to take care of assets 
regardless of ownership. This means that “the essence of trusteeship is a leader commitment that 
you act on behalf of those who cannot act for themselves”. In this case, we, humans, are acting on 
behalf of Mother Earth. 
 
Klaus shares that the next step of the working group is to have the concept endorsed by the UN. 
Before reaching that level, the first stepping stone is to get the language in the outcome document 
of the Earth Summit 2022 and the Stockholm +50.  
 
Presenting any agenda in the UN inevitably needs considerable support from member states: at least 
a number of credible states such as the Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, Germany, and possibly 
Thailand. Recently, the University of Oakland in New Zealand has proposed a plan to establish the 
Right Livelihood campus working on environmental law and global issues. Moreover, Japan, 
specifically a networking group in Tokyo University proposed the trusteeship concept under the 
name environmental trusteeship. 
 
In effect, Earth Trusteeship is being implemented globally, but the concept needs to go to the high 
level – the UN and with legal responsibility. 
 
Neshan Gunasekera, Councilor of the World Future Council; Lawyer and Educator 
 
Neshan Gunasekera shares that Covid19 has given the Mother Earth to heal from the sufferings 
caused by the Homo Sapiens. The crisis, even though has the economic and social impacts, is the 
timely moment to making peace with the Earth. Now, it is time to put “more conscious effort of all 
of us and towards the working group on Earth Trusteeship”.  
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Neshan also quotes the CURLS 2019 theatre play which captures the definition and the spirit of Earth 
Trusteeship.  
 
“Earth Trusteeship is an organization process to protect the earth for future generation 
Earth Trusteeship is bringing people together to take care of the mother earth 
Earth Trusteeship means learning to love the planet like a mother loves her child 
Earth Trusteeship is an interdependent and interconnected concept within humans and animals.” 
 
Uniting the world by organic agriculture/agroecology/education for sustainable 
development 

 
Education for Our Desirable Future or Sustainable Development 
Bo Bo Lwin, Social Activist and Youth Worker, Kalayana Mitta Foundation; PhD. Candidate 

 
Bo Bo Lwin shares that the recent outbreak has given human some times to rethink and transform 
the education system. Bo Bo refers to the violent elements ingrained in our education system as 
Zombie. They are nationalism, imperialism, capitalism, patriarchy, and sexism which have caused 
social injustice, political oppression, economic exploitation, as well as the Covid19.  
 
He suggests that the basic questions such as what education means need to be asked, but most 
importantly, who can shape and form education. They need not be government and commercial 
sector as they often join hands and take education as a way to earn profits. 
 
Education should be open to everyone and it should highlight head, heart, and hand. It should also 
include environmental perspective.  
 
 

“Environmental education should be more than teaching the simple fact and theory about life, 
plants, animals, water, pollutions. It also brings about the provoking spirituality and the concern 
for ecosystem and the future sustainability, and the sense of responsibility to make a better 
world.” 

 
  
Bo Bo is studying Education for Sustainable Development, and he is aiming to integrate sustainability 
into higher education in Myanmar.  
 
Organic Movement in China: Overcoming the crisis 
Jessi Dang, Mindful Markets fellow from China 
 
Jessi Dang is a member of the organic community in the suburb of Beijing, China. This organic 
community is the orchard of around 200 acres. The members come from different backgrounds, 
mostly graduates who inspire to make social, economic, and environmental impacts through organic 
agriculture.  
 
“I think we are more self-sufficient at the moment because we grow our vegetable and also grow 
wheat. So, we have flour to make steam bun ourselves. We buy very minimum stuff from outside.” 
 
Jessi points out that during the Covid19 outbreak, her community has been able to survive due to 
self-reliance and established local market. Moreover, the Beijing Farmers Market, which operates 
under the pre-order mechanism, allows them to consistently supply fresh produce to customers. The 
outbreak also encourages people to cook food at home which means they need more fresh produce, 
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and her community can supply them. This means that the community is not much affected by the 
crisis. However, there are certain limits such as the number of customers allowed to pick up their 
orders, or how physical markets still need some time to recover. 
 
In addition to the self-reliance, the community also provides an opportunity for people, especially 
young ones to experience the beauty of nature, as well as to learn about the value of agriculture and 
how it is related to their lives.  
 
CURLS Alumni: Initiatives and Examples of Work in the field 
Gum Sha Aung, Director of Metta Development Foundation, Myanmar 
 
Gum Sha Aung shares the new strategy of Metta Development Foundation. The foundation is 
working on assisting and supporting vulnerable and marginalized people affected by natural 
disasters and conflicts. Recently, the Covid19 prompted the foundation to undergo a new strategic 
planning that incorporates people affected by the pandemic, particularly the marginalized sector 
into their work.  
 
The new strategy also takes other factors into account such as the land concession, the Belt and 
Road Initiative from China, as well as mineral exploration in the country which are going to destroy 
the rural livelihoods. Gum Sha acknowledges that the foundation also integrates the importance of 
local food system into their work: more so on food sovereignty. It is proven that a self-reliant food 
system helps local farmers be more independent: a factor needed for survival during the pandemic.  
 
However, Gum Sha emphasizes that their new strategy would only work if the civil society is finding 
the solutions together in solidarity and proactively engage with each other.  
 
Making Peace with the Earth: peace activism and wellbeing policies 

 
Surichai Wung’aeo, Emeritus Professor of Sociology; Director for Peace and Conflict Studies, 
Chulalongkorn University 
 
Surichai Wung’aeo gives an overview of the current crisis in Thailand and how Chulalongkorn 
University is handling it. 
 
Thailand is currently under the special emergency law to control the virus so that business can open 
as normal. The pandemic is not critical in the country due to the effective healthcare tradition in 
Thailand. However, the special law has made people more accustomed to the centralization of 
power, particularly the bureaucratic one. Despite this, Surichai sees that the outbreak is a good 
opportunity for Thailand to approach its economy with sustainability mindset. Regarding the 
university, he sees that it needs to be more socially responsible and relevant in the context of 
today’s social and economic issues.  
 
Making Peace with the Earth: disarmament, regenerative cultures and agroecology to 
combat “climate crisis+” 

 
Nnimmo Bassey, Architect; Environmental Activist; 2010 Right Livelihood Laureate 
 
Nnimmo Bassey shares his two poems about the global crisis with the audience.  
 
The first one is called “I See the Invisible” which reflects the Covid19 outbreak and the social 
distancing that follows. 
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“I see the invisible 
I hear the inaudible 
And I feel the intangible 
I’m everywhere in no time 
Floating on memories of strained futures 
Aloft on lofty hopes 
Sliding on rugged dreams in truncated nights 
I see the invisible 
I hear the inaudible 
And I feel the intangible 
Ears on the ground we tremble 
At the departing footsteps of 
Departed elders at marketplaces 
I see the invisible 
I hear the inaudible 
And I feel the intangible 

Eyes on the past we see the future 
Cluttered by discarded viruses and their angry 
relatives 
 
Hands glued to our sides social 
distancing narrow to a kilometer apart 
I see the invisible 
I hear the inaudible 
And I feel the intangible 
We have never been closer now we are apart 
Finally, nature’s tiny beings shake sleep away 
And we know, we are relatives and can have a 
good day 
 
If we don’t scoff and cough in each other’s 
face”. 

 
The second one is called “We Must Breathe Again” which talks about the Black Lives Matter 
movement in the US. 
 
“Social distances widen 
As physical distances shrink 
As the knees of the murderous policeman  
Dug into the neck and body of George Floyd 
And it’s long and strong a compete held and 
put it down to his eyes 
Ears is blocked against our plea  
I can’t breathe! 
 
As the fires flash 
As the bullets fly 
As murderous dogs 
And never-heard-off-weapons of destruction 
are unleashed 
From the white-washed-house of weapons of 
hate 
They must hear our shouts 
I can’t breathe! 
 
Flights of fancy, flags of disgust dock the 
orbits above our heads 
As citizens black and white, yellow and red 
And others far and near 
Kneel in solidarity 

Against racism 
Against slavery 
Against colonialism 
Against imperialism 
Declaring 
I can’t breathe! 
 
Until the philosophy  
Which hold one race superior and another 
Inferior 
Is finally 
And permanently 
Discredited 
And abandoned 
Everywhere is war 
I can’t breathe! 
 
Fists in the air 
We kneel in solidarity 
A collective push for international solidarity 
And declare: never again 
Will the virus of hate and racism 
Take away the breath of our people?” 

 
Nnimmo concludes that the current global crisis comes from deep disconnection of humans from 
nature. This, in turn, has led to the colonization of the environment: land grabbing, fossil fuel 
extraction, and excessive dumping of waste.  
 

“We cannot breathe. They [corporations] have to take off their knees on our necks. They are 
suffocating us. They are polluting and killing people. It’s time to pull down and a fully support of 
taking down this statue of slavery, of colonialism, and [of] genocide.” 
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Mona Abouleish-Lenzen, representative of SEKEM, 2003 Right Livelihood Laureate 
 
Mona Abouleish provides an insight into the work of SEKEM in the current crisis of Covid19. The 
vision of SEKEM comprises of four dimensions: economy, ecology, culture, and social life. All of these 
components need to balance with each other. As Mona mentions: “when we nourish human beings 
with culture and social life, then the consciousness also starts to change.” That is why, with the 
current pandemic, SEKEM ensures that its students always stay connected with Mother Earth and 
engaged in social life. Online sessions are essential, but practical experience with hand-on activities 
with nature motivate the students to keep on living. It helps bring out awareness of health, nature, 
and life. SEKEM does it through the power of art. As Mona quotes her father, Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish, 
the founder of SEKEM: 
 

“The power of art gives hope and courage, and through beauty words in humanizing fraction. Art 
leaves out a strong center, it needs a consciously created space to unfold itself while at the same 
time it occupies a broader area. Art also leads to a sensory training through which people 
advance themselves and liberate their senses.” 

 
War on the Earth: The Environmental Impact of the Military 
Alyn Ware, Coordinator of Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament 
 
Alyn Ware brings out another perspective about how environmental degradation and other social 
injustices can be solved through the termination of military spending and wars. The reasons are as 
follows. 
 
Firstly, the yearly military budget is phenomenal with 1.9 trillion US dollars being spent globally. The 
amount of money could feed up to 780 million malnourished individuals around the world, or it 
could support the UN for the next 10 years. The list goes on. As Alyn summarizes: “we should 
abandon war and nuclear weapons investment instead in a future of healthy children, clean air and 
blue skies, and clean water, education and hope for all. This must be our mission now”.  
 
Secondly, military activities create environmental and health damages such as climate change, land 
damage, the depletion of ozone layer, and cancer which has affected approximately 30 million 
people globally; this happens in both wartime and peacetime. In fact, the US military alone is the 
largest consumer of oil which makes it the giant contributor of GHGs. As Alyn puts it: “military 
activities – whether in peacetime or war – contribute considerably to carbon emissions and climate 
change”. As a result, oil is “one of the key reasons for military build-up and military threats”. 
 
Thirdly, armed conflicts are obstacle to sustainable development and solutions to the Covid19 as 
they “prevent the implementation of public health measures and hamper economic recovery”.  
 
Consequently, there have been attempts to disarm and move military spending elsewhere that 
would be more beneficial to human beings and Mother Earth. Some of them are the UN Secretary-
General’s initiative for a Global Ceasefire; the campaigns on Move the Nuclear Weapons Money, 
Global Campaign on Military Spending, World Beyond War; Abolition 2000; World Future Council; 
and Earth Trusteeship Working Group – Right Livelihood laureates and colleges. 
 
Rattanasiri Kittikongnapang, Greenpeace Thailand 
 
Rattanasiri Kittikongnapang is working for Greenpeace Thailand. The heart of the organization is the 
coexistence of life, environment, animals, and human beings. This coincides with the definition of 
peace given by the UN as “the balance of life in society and the environment”.  
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One of the areas that Greenpeace is working on is food system by raising consumer awareness 
about where their food comes from. Rattanasiri firmly admits that the animal and dairy industry is 
responsible for releasing 60% of GHGs alone. Most of these products come from unethical raising of 
livestock by crowding them together, and the practices involved in this industry are the main cause 
of the Covid19 pandemic.  
 
Not only that, the corporate control has created environmental degradation and other health issues. 
These giant corporations do not have to take any responsibility for those negative outcomes and 
similar to the pandemic, humans have to suffer as the result of it. 
 
So, it can be concluded that “there is no peace for human being if there is no peace for other 
beings”. As Rattanasiri points out “so, my final note here is giving people rights and environmental 
rights is something that can go along together, and because earth is the only home that we have”. 
 
 
 


