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Overview of the 19th Organic World Congress 
 
Once every three years, IFOAM, Organics International, organizes the Organic World 
Congress (OWC) in a different country to achieve its vision as the global organic 
movement and also to provide a platform where organic stakeholders can share their 
knowledge and expertise and establish valuable partnerships.  
 
The congress consists of several activities such as pre-conference, Organic World 
Congress and workshop, General Assembly, side-events and organic exhibition. The aim 
of the congress and related activities is to share experiences, innovations and knowledge 
about the organic world, while giving the organizing country global visibility. The Congress 
provides inspiration and an extraordinary momentum for all those who take part. It is the 
leading event for the development of the organic sector worldwide. 
 

 
Opening Speech of 19th Organic World Congress 

 
Recently, this year is the time of the 19th Organic World Congress, held from 7 to 13 
November 2017 in Greater Noida and New Delhi, India. India won the bid to host the 
congress at a very critical time in its agricultural history and its organic food movement 
has grown by four times in the last three years. The theme of the 19th OWC is “An Organic 
World through an Organic India”. 
 
Towards Organic Asia (TOA) is a partner-driven network aiming to strengthen the organic 
network in the Mekong Countries, Bhutan and partnerships Asia-Wide. It includes various 
stakeholders; therefore, TOA organized a program to attend the 19th Organic World 
Congress since it would be very useful for our partners to collect new experiences, new 
innovations and new knowledge shared by other parties. 
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TOA partners attending the OWC  
 
The 19th Organic World Congress brought into the collaboration TOA partners in 
strengthening the organic network, learning and experiencing the OWC. The event was 
held on 7-13 November 2017 in Greater Noida and New Delhi, India. The schedule of the 
TOA delegation was planned briefly as follows: 
 

5 November   Meeting and preparing for the trip in Bangkok 
6 November     Traveling from Bangkok to New Delhi 
7-8 November    Exploring India and Attending pre-conference  
9-11 November   Attending OWC and workshops  
12-13 November Attending General Assembly  

 
On 5 November 2017, TOA team and our partners had met and got to know each other. 
We discussed and prepared for the trip together at SEM Office, Khlong Sarn in Bangkok. 
There were 8 people attending this trip consisting of: 
 

Ms. Than Than Sein, Myanmar Organic Grower and Producer Association, 
Myanmar 
Ms. Thi Thi Win, Kalayanamitta Development Foundation (KMF), Myanmar 
Ms. Pavinee Chaipark, Seed Bank Network Thailand  
Ms. Ngamjai Boonrahong, The Institute for a Sustainable Agriculture Community, 
Chiang Mai, Thailand 
Mr. Jukkrit Poolsavatkittigool, Organic Station, Suan Nguen Mee Ma, Thailand 
Mr. Hans van Willienswaard, TOA and School for Wellbeing, Thailand 
Mrs. Dang To Kien, Social Policy Ecology Research Institute (SPERI), Vietnam 
Mr. Tran Chi Kien, The head of Hepa farmers, Vietnam 
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The OWC program consisted of three main activities, which were pre-conference, 
workshops and General Assembly described as follows: 
 

 
 
1. Pre-conference 
 
It took place the day before the official launch of OWC. It was a kind of special daylong 
event, held in different places with different topics. There were Speakers and participants 
from over 20 countries exchanging ideas, sharing experiences, and presenting best-case 
examples of each topic. It was a time to learn, share and network with community leaders, 
organizers, global and local policy makers, researchers, farmers and practitioners.  
 
Due to topics of our interest, we attended the event of “Food System 3.0” and “Seed and 
Plant Breeding in Organic Agriculture” at the Constitution Club of India. For Food System 
3.0, the topics included were - defining, envisioning, and developing sustainable organic 
food systems, sustainable diets, engaging with consumers and education, and whole-
system transformation.  
 
On the other hand, Seed and Plant Breeding in Organic Agriculture provided the space of 
farmers, NGOs and breeders sharing the ideas of common vision, new mainstream 
breeding techniques and GMOs, alternative approaches and case studies.  
 
2. OWC Workshops  
 
This section was organized in three days from 9 to 11 November in the Indian Exposition 
Mart. There were several activities such as workshops, exhibitions, fair trade, small events 
and four parallel conference tracks including - main, farmer, scientific and marketing 
tracks.  
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The main track was a kind of fishbowl discussions inspiring organic decision-making 
globally and locally while the others were a kind of sharing ideas, presentations and 
practices of guest speakers in each related topic in a big hall. In those three days, we had 
enjoyed attending different kinds of activities based on our interests. Besides the 
academic activities and intense discussions, there were also interactive activities like seed 
festival and a farm visit. We have had a chance to explore farming even further in India 
through real situations and practices. 
 
3.General Assembly 
 
The General Assembly was organized as the last part of the OWC for electing a new 
World Board (WB) together with the host for the next OWC. The GA was an action called 
for a common voice for the organic movement and lively gathering all members, board 
and staff to continue working towards IFOAM vision. We could then see the cooperation of 
members from different nations working together to achieve common goals. As a result of 
the GA, the next OWC and GA in 2020 will be held in Rennes, France.  
 
Follow up Learning Experiences from TOA participants: 
 
Burmese participants 
 
Seed fairs were studied with crop diversification approach and India traditional style of 
display. In seed fairs, organic cotton and hand made spinning and weaving was seen with 
happy mind thinking a painful feeling of BT cotton (Genetically Modified Organism cotton) 
in India. When we entered the Exhibition hall, the opening session inspired the pure 
organic scene and organic old friends from different countries. We had high awareness to 
learn whatever we faced in the OWC. 
 
We firmly believed that it was great opportunity to carry out organic farming activities in 
Myanmar more and more. We also got the chance to listen the motivated lecture of great 
persons, Dr. Vandana Shiva, IFOAM President and Agriculture Minister of Bhutan and 
take the pictures with them.  
 
On the first day of OWC, in the plenary session, following points were studied and 
learned: 

1. Ms. Alice Cunningham- Executive Director of International Affairs of Shumei 
International- promoting sustainable development and a lifestyle in harmony 
with nature was learned in her speech. 

2. Dr. Angelika Hilbeck- The agricultural ecologist, Angelika Hilbeck discussed 
about the effects of GM crops on ecosystems, biodiversity and non target 
effects of transgenic plants, Consequences of gene flow and introgression of 
transgenic, Post-commercialization monitoring concepts for transgenic plants, 
Coexistence of agricultural production systems with and without transgenic 
plants, and Environmental risk assessment and international capacity building. 
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3. Mr. Bharat Mitra- His experience of being the Founder of Organic India, a 
regenerative and wholly ethical company that, from its beginnings, has been 
guided by its mission to be a Vehicle of Consciousness in the world. 

4. Lyonpo Yeshey Dorji- Lyonpo Yeshey Dorji is Bhutan’s second democratically 
elected Minister of Agriculture and Forests from the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP). His excellent speech was very interesting in Gross National Happiness 
(GNH), and it is a developing philosophy as well as an "index" which is used to 
measure the collective happiness in any specific nation comparing with GDP. 

5. Dr. Vandana Shiva- She is the best speaker in our opinion in this congress. 
She shared and inspired us about her valuable experiences. Dr. Vandana has 
contributed in fundamental ways to change the practice and paradigms of 
agriculture and food. Her books “The Violence of the Green Revolution” and 
“Monocultures of the Mind” pose essential challenges to the dominant 
paradigm of non-sustainable industrial agriculture.  

 
After that, we attended the main track; there were two parallel sessions, Track A and 
Track B, that take place throughout the breakout sessions of the Organic World Congress. 
Hans was a panelist in the Main Track on 9 November. We also attended the 'Global 
Adoption of Organic Principles for Truly Sustainable Agriculture' and 'Fundaments of 
Organic Around the World', to learn different point of view from different speakers 
 

 
 
Organic Challenges could be listened in Track B. On the second day, we moved to 
marketing track because of the interest of PGS system Markets as engines of growth for 
the farmers in the organic and fair trade movements Local markets VS export markets 
information were learned as well as Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) – 
strengthening the grassroots organic movement, Innovations in PGS – wild harvest, 
processing & trade and how to implement for small holders farmers. 
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In the BioFach India with India Organic Trade Fair, we got the great opportunities to study 
many kinds of organic products and organic certification bodies from all over the world. 
Government of India, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, National Center of 
Organic Farming was selling waste decomposer including microbes. It is worthy to study 
their extension education and hands on training of microbes in agriculture. 
 
Farm visit of Organic farm near Noida Exhibition Hall, authentic experiences of how to 
establish the organic farm with composting, buffer zone management, nursery 
management, and weed control. 
 
Thai participants 
 
5 days in OWC 2017 for us were so exciting and our first moment of joy was when we 
exchanged seeds from our seed bank in Thailand. It means our relationship; friendship 
and networking can bring the idea to someone and bring more members to involve 
especially Ms.Than Than Sein and Ms. Thi Thi from Myanmar. They applied for seed bank 
membership. Actually we brought some seeds in the group discussion room and placed 
them on the table of seed exhibition in order to share what we do and the idea of how can 
we connect to make organic food for all together.  
 
We also joined the campaign “stop GMO” by placing our signatures in a declaration from 
friends in India after we had done a workshop on organic seeds together in a pre-
conference. They also provided us documents for critical assesment such as “New 
Genetic Engineering (GE) New Techniques of Developing GMOs base on engineered 
'nucleases' (molecular scissors)”.  
 
They shared information about these very powerful techniques that are gaining popularity 
very fast, also industry is assuring the public that high level of “safety and accuracy” are 
present in the usage of these techniques. However there are several serious safety 
concerns. Most importantly, the standard laboratory testing of the products created by 
these techniques do not meet the necessary levels of safety, which this new technologies 
demand. 
 
We saw the situation and learned new things, and shared our experience with the farmers 
because we have the same challenge. We visited Rewild life Biodiversity farm “Aamir 
Ahmed Farm” which has many vegetables, butterflies, bees and animals. After the owner 
started farming since 6 months ago he has been working for his 60 family members. They 
paid USD 2,142 per year to invest for vegetable and support the farmers. We also visited 
a villagers’ farm nearby Ahmed farm. We enjoyed traditional farming and we exchanged 
some seeds in the farm as well. 
 
We saw a lot of organic produce in India. They work on business and export organic 
produce to many countries. We bough some produce in low price. We learned a lot about 
product packaging. They have beautiful package but we are not sure if they use the right 
production process, which can save the environment. 
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We’ve updated and learned a lot about global organic issues through several activities in 
the Congress. The topic of building Organic 3.0 or food system 3.0 of IFOAM seemed to 
be one of emerging issues on organic that will be very challenging for all of us and needed 
to be followed up further. We, as have been working on a farmer market and now as 
Agribusiness Management student, were interested in and mostly joined a marketing and 
quality assurance track in the Congress with belief to apply what we’ve gained for my 
further work. Since organic products have still been a niche market and push organic 
movement and organic market forward, we need the common movement and need to 
reduce an educational gap between farmers, producers, and consumers. The problems 
are that farmers mostly don’t know the market well while consumers cannot access much 
information about where food comes from and the stories behind it. Therefore, it is really 
important to create a smart marketing by developing a new relationship between farmers 
and consumers and getting people involved as much as possible.  
 
The ways and case studies of building organics in the eyes of consumers has been 
discussed in many different ideas such as creating consumer awareness, creating the 
view of organics in terms of practices, production processes, ecology, holistic system and 
lifestyles instead of the word itself or only farming. However, there is still no optimal or 
efficient ways to develop marketing in organic products yet and for us, this challenges for 
all of us to study further and find a way and innovation based on what we have and what 
we can do. Actually, we think one effective way is to use PGS as a tool to link both 
farmers and consumers together through a farm visit, allowing both of them to experience 
each other form real place and real situation.  
 
We also hope to see new alternative markets and to create any new spaces where all 
organics and its stories from farm to fork are shared for people in food chain as it is said, 
“food unites all of us.” 
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Apart from gaining knowledge, another important thing was learning through memorable 
moments along our journey. Firstly, we have learned lots of lessons and gained inspiration 
from all of team members who are very strong, energetic and devoting for better society. It 
was our opportunity to experience through a person and get new good friendship. 
Moreover, we appreciated and had grown through all unexpected situations happening 
along the way. When we got lost, we found new friends and new places to explore.  
 
Once in Greater Noida, we were lucky to experience a local farm running by a big farmer 
family welcoming us to walk around the farm and brought us to the actual place we would 
like to go. We felt so in touch that there were always kind people who are ready to be 
friends and give hands to us. And it is so true that things are not bad as they seem, but it 
is about how we look at them. 
 
Vietnamese participants  
 
There are so many things that had been seen and observed. At the most personal level, 
we were very touched emotionally about the story of Pavinee delegation member from 
Thailand. As we engaged at one of the main tracks discussions where Pavinee shared her 
personal story of how she faced cancer in her body, and since she knows her situation, 
she has been trying so hard to fight for her life and to promote natural ways of living, 
collecting natural seeds, initiating natural seeds company and she has performing 
excellently of a leading female activist to encourage everyone, regardless of ethnicity, or 
age and of social status, to keep - to share - to plant - and to save natural seeds for the 
Mother Nature and the Mother Soil during the IFOAM conference. For us, the story from 
Pavinee has touched our hearts so much.  
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We would like to congratulate the TOA team and its network and get to know Pavinee 
better. We look forward to further actions in natural seeds restoration and saving, organic 
seeds promotion and any related activities.  
 

 
 
From the welcome speech at the opening plenary session, two outstanding intellectual 
activists, namely – Dr. Vandana Shiva and Professor Angelina Hilbeck addressed the core 
issues around GMOs and its impacts. This links so well and directly to the current debate 
and fight against GMOs in Vietnam in which CENDI/SPERI are currently taking the lead. 
GMOs will be not only an issue of Vietnam but also the whole South East Asia region. 
Concerns raised at this International level indicated the highly wariness of different 
genetically engineering methods which are in many cases even undetectable by the 
current state of technology and so the associated ecological impacts pointed out in other 
presentations by other leading experts also raised key debate across many sectors and 
stakeholders sharing this common road-path: promoting natural farming, organic farming, 
ecological farming and perma-culture farming.  
 
The final production and video release of Dr. Vandana Shiva’s address at the IFOAM 
General Assembly meeting dated 12th November 2017 re-affirmed the wrong doing of 
GMOs once again, which Pavinee already provided in her link.  
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Words of Gratitude 
 

 
 
Once in my life, I was indeed very grateful and joyful to be one part of this team to attend 
the 19th Organic World Congress in India. This journey opened myself up to new places, 
knowledge, experiences, friends and life lessons. It was my first time in India and 
especially in Organic World Congress, which powerfully linked people with the same 
interests from all over the world to meet and share ideas together.  

Ngamjai Boonrahong 
 
 
Myanmar group would like to be thankful for the kind contributions of Towards Organic 
Asia. Wonderful and valuable experiences were met in Organic World Congress 2017. 
Not only OWC but also India was waiting for us with many interesting things.  

Than Than and Thi Thi 
 
 
We are thankful to the entire team and participants from Thailand, Myanmar, and India, 
also Hans Van Willenswaard and those leading speakers, inspiring teachers and IFOAM 
team at the highest General Assembly level. All the initiatives, actions, messages and 
speeches have deeply touched our heart and mind and continued inspiring further actions 
to be continued to cultivate back at home in Vietnam as well as farmers’ network in 
provinces, regions, and local communities both in Vietnam and Lao PDR.  
 
We are thankful to everyone from Thailand to coordinate, communicate, share and 
exchange information. We are thankful for TOA friendship and everyone’s extraordinary 
contribution to make every moment of the trip alive, meaningful and solid.  

Dang To Kien and Tran Chi Kien 
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Next steps: 
 

Myanmar Thailand Vietnam 
We will apply our 
knowledge as the following 
points;  
 
1. All of information and 

knowledge will be 
shared in next organic 
trainings. 

2. Organic Association 
network and knowledge 
will be shared to each 
other. 

3. PGS Certifications for 
smallholder farmers  

4. PGS Certification for 
young farmers 
leadership program of 
KMF. 

5. Establishment of organic 
model farm with studied 
from OWC. 

 

In order to apply what we 
learned in our work, we will 
keep connection to work on 
indigenous organic seeds 
by how is the seeds 
growing in your country. We 
will be sharing our 
experiences and we might 
be visiting this seeds 
connection and continue 
the idea of seeds 
exchange. I will go to 
Vietnam next year on 
March and I have planned 
to visit a member in 
Myanmar to built up seed 
bank in Asia together. 
Actually I want to visit my 
connections in Japan, 
Germany, America and 
Switzerland because we 
are friends in our organic 
world. When I mention the 
seed I mean that it is not 
only one seed but also a 
circle of food democracy for 
all of people to access it.  

What we are going to do 
are restoring native seeds, 
natural seeds, conservation 
and protection of local 
seeds diversity and farmers’ 
networking across SEA 
region through TOA, 
SPERI/CENDI and HEPA 
and other initiatives and 
platforms needed. 
 
CENDI/SPERI and HEPA 
Eco-farming School 
recognized these issues at 
International level and we 
will do our very best efforts 
to engage in restoring 
native seeds, natural seeds, 
and conservation and 
protection of local seeds 
diversity and farmers’ 
networking. Together with 
Pavinee’s visit at HEPA 
around March 2018, more 
actions will be further 
strengthened.  

 
	


